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EXDIS 


DEPARTMENT FOR EUR ONLY 

E.O. 11652: ADS (DECLASSIFY AUGUST 1, 1978) 

TAGS: OVIP (CARTER, JIMMY) 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENTS AT PUBLIC 
APPEARANCE AT THE KONGRESSHALLE IN BERLIN 

REFS: (A) STATE 147755 (B) USBER 1416 

1 . IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUESTS IN REFTELS, THERE 
FOLLOWS A SUGGESTED OPENING STATEMENT FOR THE PRESIDENT 
TO USE AT THE KONGRESSHALLE TOWN MEETING: 

2. SALUTATIONS: 

BEGIN TEXT 

IT IS A GREAT PLEASURE FOR ME TO MEET WITH YOU 
TODAY IN THIS HALL, A HALL BUILT BY THE COOPERATION OF 
AMERICANS AND BERLINERS TO SYMBOLIZE OUR COMMON DEDICA- 
TION TO FREE SPEECH AND TO THE FREE EXCHANGE OF IDEAS. 
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THIS HAS BEEN FOR ME A DEEPLY MOVING DAY. I HAVE 
SEEN AMERICAN AND GERMAN SOLDIERS WORKING AND TRAINING 
TOGETHER TO DEFEND FREEDOM. I HAVE COME TO BERLIN AND 
HAVE SEEN A MEMORIAL TO THOSE WHO DIED IN THE AIRLIFT 
AS PART OF THAT STRUGGLE. I HAVE SEEN THE WALL, A 
SYMBOL OF MAN'S FUTILE ATTEMPT TO DOMINATE OTHERS AND 
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TO PREVENT THEM FROM BEING FREE. 

I HAVE ASKED FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH YOU 
BECAUSE I FEEL A DEEP PERSONAL COMMITMENT TO THE FREE 
AND OPEN EXCHANGE OF IDEAS. I KNOW THAT WE LIVE IN A 
COMPLEX AND DIFFICULT TIME. I AM CONVINCED, HOWEVER, 
THAT THOMAS IEFFERSON WAS RIGHT IN HIS CONVICTION THAT 
THE PEOPLE CAN UNDERSTAND EVEN THE MOST COMPLICATED 
QUESTIONS BECAUSE THOSE COMPLICATED QUESTIONS CAN UL- 
TIMATELY BE REDUCED TO VERY DIRECT AND CONCRETE TERMS. 

BERLINERS KNOW BETTER THAN ANYBODY ELSE THAT WE 
LIVE IN A WORLD DIVIDED AGAINST THE WILL OF ITS PEOPLE. 
THEY MUST DEAL WITH THIS EVERY DAY IN THEIR OWN CITY. 

I, TOO, MUST DEAL WITH THIS DIVIDED 
WORLD. SO MUST ALL AMERICANS. 

THE DIVIDED WORLD MEANS THAT WE MUST LIVE AT A 
TIME OF BOTH COMPETITION AND COOPERATION. 

WE MUST COMPETE WITH THE SOVIET UNION BECAUSE IT 
HAS CHOSEN COMPETITION. THIS MEANS THAT WE MUST MAIN- 
TAIN STRONG ARMED FORCES AND THAT WE MUST CONTINUE TO 
MODERNIZE THOSE FORCES AND TO HAVE THEM READY FOR 
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CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 02 OF 02 BONN 11163 

ST ADIS////////////// 

EXDIS 

ANY EMERGENCY THAT MIGHT ARISE. IT MEANS THAT 
AMERICANS MUST STAND GUARD IN MANY PLACES, INCLUDING 
THIS CITY. AND THAT OTHERS MUST STAND GUARD AS WELL. 

IT MEANS GREAT BURDENS AND GREAT RESPONSIBILITIES, BUT 
WE ACCEPT WHOSE WILLINGLY AND EVEN GLADLY BECAUSE OF 
THEIR PURPOSE. 

HOWEVER, WE CAN NOT SIMPLY LIVE IN THE PREPARATION 
AND EXPECTATION OF CONFLICT AND CONFRONTATION. IT IS 
OUR DUTY TO OURSELVES AND TO THE FUTURE OF MANKIND THAT 
WE SHOULD DO ALL WE CAN TO AVOID CONFLICT. THEREFORE, 

EVEN AS WE COMPETE AND MAINTAIN OUR MILITARY VIGIL. WE 
MUST TRY TO REDUCE THE FRICTION THAT MIGHT CREATE A WAR 
AND WE MUST TRY TO DEVELOP SUCH BRIDGES OF UNDERSTANDING 
AS WE CAN. WE BELIEVE THOSE BRIDGES CAN HELP NOT ONLY 
TO AVOID WAR BUT ALSO TO REDUCE THE BURDENS OF OUR DE- 
FENSE OBLIGATIONS. 

NOR SHOULD WE IGNORE THE ADVANTAGES THAT COOPERA- 
TION CAN BRING. WE BELIEVE, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT THE 
QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT ON BERLIN HAS BROUGHT REAL 
BENEFITS TO THIS CITY, AND WE REMAIN PLEDGED TO SUPPORT 
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IT. WE ALSO REMAIN PREPARED FOR COOPERATION ON OTHER 
MATTERS OF COMMON INTEREST. 

I CAN ASSURE YOU. HOWEVER, THAT WE WILL NOT LET 
OUR EFFORTS TO COOPERATE WITH THOSE WHO HAVE CHOSEN TO 
BE OUR ADVERSARIES MODERATE OUR DETERMINATION TO FREEDOM 
OR OUR COMMITMENT TO THOSE WHO HAVE JOINED US IN ITS 
DEFENSE. 

I AM PROUD TO BE ABLE TO SAY THIS IN BERLIN, BE- 
CAUSE BERLINERS UNDERSTAND IT BETTER THAN MOST. IT IS, 
HOWEVER, A MESSAGE THAT MUST BE UNDERSTOOD EVERYWHERE. 

I LOOK FORWARD VERY MUCH TO OUR DISCUSSION, AND I 
HOPE WE CAN NOW BEGIN YOUR QUESTIONS. 

END TEXT 
MEEHAN 
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